
In the Supreme Court of the State of New Mexico 

2026 LAW DAY RECOGNITION 

Sixty-eight years ago, President Eisenhower proclaimed May 1st 

"Law Day" as a day to honor the rule of law, a cornerstone of the 

foundation of the United States of America. In 1961, Congress issued 

a joint resolution formally designating May 1st as Law Day "to foster a 

full understanding and appreciation of our liberties and of the legal 

and judicial institutions which protect them.
,, 

This year marks the 68th annual celebration of Law Day with the 

theme, "The Rule of Law and the American Dream.
,, 

The rule of 

/aw-the foundational principle that no person is above the 

law-safeguards the rights and freedoms of all individuals and 

ensures every person has the opportunity to pursue their dreams. 

The Supreme Court of New Mexico encourages recognition of 

Law Day on May 1, 2026, and invites all to reflect on the essential role 

the rule of law plays in securing the promise of the American Dream. 

As proclaimed in the Declaration of Independence, all individuals are 

endowed with certain unalienable rights and chief among them are 

life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. The rule of law gives these 

ideals practical meaning by ensuring that laws are fair, publicized, 

and evenly enforced, and that both government and individuals are 

held accountable under them. 

Here, in the Land of Enchantment, Law Day is an opportunity to 

reflect on how the rule of law shapes both our state and our nation. It 

is a time to recognize the critical role of the judiciary in upholding 

justice and preserving democratic values. Courts across New Mexico 

and our nation serve as guardians of those rights and as interpreters 






